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Constable  Richard  Hobson,  of  the  Fort  Saskatchewan 
RCMF,  attended  the  1^2  Family  Violence  "Train  the 
Trainers"  course  at  Alberta  Justice  Staff  College.  This 
year,  Richard  was  part  of  a team  responsible  for  the 
Community  Conference  on  Family  Violence  Prevention. 


The  Community  Conference  Projects  divided  into  two 
parts:  the  three  day  conference,  which  was  attended  in 
April  by  120  people  from  Fort  Saskatchewan  and 
other  communities  and  a "Train  the  Trainers" 
workshop,  which  will  be  held  November  2 and  3, 1994. 

The  conference  involved  discussion  to  dispel  myths  as 
well  as  learning  about  various  other  aspects  of  family 
violence.  The  "Train  the  Trainers"  workshop  is 
accompanied  by  presentations  to  local  schools  by  the 
ComntPloyen. 


(jfamily  Violence  prevention  program 


Anger  Management  courses  for 
probationers  continue  to  be  held 
regularly  at  the  Edmonton  South 
Probation  Office  to  help  clients 
manage  and  control  their  anger  in 
areas  of  self,  family,  community, 
employment,  and  leisure.  The 
program  offers  an  opportunity  to 
communicate  with  a number  of  guest 
speakers  and  to  discuss  solving  and 
managing  personal  affairs  with  respect 
to  anger  control. 

Through  group  discussion  and 
examination  of  individual 
circumstances,  participants  are 
encouraged  to  manage  their  lives  so 
they  do  not  come  into  conflict  with  the 
law.  The  course  is  structured,  yet 
flexible  enough  to  incorporate 
individual  needs  into  the  learning 


process.  The  process  involves  several 
dimensions  including  accepting  that  an 
offense  has  been  committed,  using  the 
group  process,  and  problem  solving. 
Clients  are  expected  to  be  active 
participants. 

Guest  speakers  include  Cynthia 
MacNichol  from  the  Women's  Shelter, 
Marie  MacDonald  from  Community 
and  Family  Services,  Jim  Dempsey 
from  Edmonton  Police  Services, 
Tamara  VanAsperen  from  the  Sexual 
Assault  Centre  and  John  Friel, 
Psychologist.  This  collaborative  effort 
has  proven  to  be  effective. 

For  more  information,  call  Paul  Diteau, 
Coordinator  of  the  Family  Violence 
Prevention  Program  at  427-3377. 
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Message  from  the  Editor 

FVN  is  published  bi-onnually  by  Alberta  Justice  and 
welcomes  the  participation  of  all  police,  court  and 
correctional  services  throughout  the  province. 
Articles  should  be  submitted  to: 

The  Editor.  FVN 

Public  Security  Division,  Alberto  Justice 
10th  floor,  10365  - 97  Street 
Edmonton.  Alberta,  T5J  3W7 

The  opinions  expressed  in  this  publication  ore  not 
necessorily  the  views  or  policies  of  Alberta  Justice. 
The  Editor  reserves  the  right  to  use,  in  whole  or  in 
port,  any  article  submitted.  Authors’  names  will  be 
published  unless  otherwise  reguested. 

alberta 

JUSTICE 


Welcome  To... 


A new  member  of  the  Alberta 
Justice  Family  Violence 
Advisory  Committee  - Arlene 
Chapman.  Arlene  has 
assumed  the  duties  of  the 
Provincial  Coordinator,  Alberta 
Council  of  Women's  Shelters, 
replacing  Marilyn  Fleger  who 
has  been 
appointed 
Chair  of  the 
Alberta 
Advisory 
Council  of 
Women's 
Issues.  Our 
thanks  to 
Marilyn  for  her 
contributions 
over  the  last 
three-and-a- 
half  years. 


Arlene  is  a University  of  Alberta 
graduate.  She  remained  in 
Edmonton,  working  in  the 
Social  Services  area  until  1979, 
and  has  since  lived  in 
Vancouver  and  Seattle, 
returning  to  Edmonton  in  1 986. 
Arlene  then  spent  seven  years 


doing  outreach,  communication 
and  advocacy  work  in  an  MLA’s 
office.  She  worked  closely  with 
the  Neighbourhood  Beat  Patrol 
office  regarding  youth  crime 
and  Communities  for  Controlled 
Prostitution.  Arlene  has  a good 
knowledge  of  women's  issues 
and  strong  communication  and 
consultation  skills.  Welcome 
Arlene! 

The  Alberta  Justice  Family 
Violence  Advisory  Committee 
has  representation  from  all 
municipal  police 
services,  the  RCMP,  the 
Alberta  Council  of 
Women's  Shelters  and 
Alberta  Justice.  The 
mandate  of  the 
Committee,  which  next 
meets  on  September 
29,  1994,  is  to  monitor 
the  family  violence 
policing  initiatives  first 
introduced  in  October 
1 990  and  review  new 
developments. 


New  FVAC  member,  Arlene  Chapman 
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FROM  STATI STI CS  CANADA 


In  March  1994,  Statistics  Canada  released  Wife  Assault: 

The  Findings  of  a National  Survey . Some  highlights: 

► 3 in  1 0 women  in  Canada  (previously  or  currently 
married)  have  experienced  a violent  incident  at  the 
hands  of  their  partner. 

► Women  with  violent  fathers-in-law  endured  more 
repeated  and  severe  violence  from  their  partners. 

► In  40%  of  marriages  with  violence,  children  were 
witnesses  to  violence  against  their  mothers. 

► Police  were  informed  of  26%  of  wife  assaults  in  this 
survey.  Of  this  26%,  in  28%  charges  were  laid. 
(The  data  provided  by  police  services  to  Alberta 
Justice  indicates  that  Alberta's  charging  rate  for 
1993  was  60%). 


Statistics  Canada  also  recently  released  a juristat  titled 

Spousal  Homicide.  The  juristat  covers  the  period  from  1974 

- 1 992  in  Canada.  Some  of  the  highlights  are: 

► There  were  an  average  of  1 7 people  per  million 
couples  killed  by  their  partner  each  year. 

► On  average,  3.2  women  were  killed  by  their 
husbands  for  each  man  killed  by  his  wife. 

► A married  woman  was  nine  times  more  likely  to  be 
killed  by  her  husband  than  by  a stranger. 

► The  people  killed  by  their  spouses  account  for  1 5% 
of  homicides. 

► In  Alberta,  34%  of  married  women  experienced  wife 
assault. 
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Domestic  Violence  Registry  Project 


The  Alberta  Justice  Domestic  violence  Registry 
project  (DVRP),  initiated  in  1993,  was  originally 
established  to  pursue  establishment  of  restraining 
order  registries  by  police  services  throughout  the 
province.  The  original  mandate  of  the  project  was 
expanded  to  include  firearms'  issues  and  the 
tracking  of  court  disposition  and  sentencing 
information.  The  project  consists  of  three 
components: 

Restraining  order  Registries  - Domestic  violence 
typically  escalates  in  frequency  and  severity, 
therefore,  it  is  important  that  police  members  be 
equipped  to  respond  effectively  to  these  cases,  up- 
to-date,  valid  information  on  restraining  orders, 
peace  bonds  and  firearms  prohibitions  should  be 
available  to  police  members  responding  to  such 
calls  in  order  to  assist  victims  of  this  crime  as  well  as 
the  police  members  responding  to  such  incidents. 

After  reviewing  provincial  data  bases,  it  was  agreed 
that  the  cpic  (Canadian  Police  information  centre) 
system,  the  national  data  base  of  criminal 
convictions  and  other  police  investigation 
information,  would  be  the  most  appropriate  for 
use  in  developing  a central  registry.  CPIC  is 
generally  the  first,  and  sometimes  only  system, 
checked  by  police  members  when  responding  to  a 
domestic  violence  incident,  in  order  for  police  to 
effectively  respond  to  such  incidents,  they  must 
have  accurate,  timely  information  on  existing 
restraining  orders,  peace  bonds,  firearms' 
prohibitions,  etc. 

use  of  cpic  for  such  registries  also  has  the 
advantage  of  being  readily  available  to  all  police 
agencies  in  Alberta.  This  is  of  particular  importance 
in  the  case  of  victims  of  criminal  harassment 
("stalking")  or  domestic  violence  who  must  leave  the 
location  where  the  restraining  order  was  obtained. 
All  Alberta  police  services  have  now  either 
established  such  restraining  order  registries  on  cpic 
or  are  in  the  process  of  doing  so.  Calgary 
transferred  their  long-established  local  registry  to 
cpic  in  Dec.  1993,  Edmonton  established  Dec.  1993, 
Lethbridge  May  1994,  coaldale  Aug.  1994  and 
Lacombe  Aug.  1994. 

Police  have  long  expressed  concerns  with 
enforcement  of  civil  restraining  orders.  Those 
concerns  included  such  areas  as  wording  (no 
standards)  at  the  time  of  an  alleged  breach  a copy 
may  not  be  readily  available,  or  there  may  not  be 
proof  that  the  respondent  is  aware  of  the  order, 
(either  through  consent  or  proof  of  service).  Police 
services,  therefore,  have  been  asked  to  establish 
policies  to  ensure  that  an  assessment  process  is 


carried  out  with  each  restraining  order  before  it  is 
placed  on  CPIC.  once  reviewed,  the  order  will  be 
entered  on  cpic  as  soon  as  possible,  orders  which 
do  not  provide  sufficient  information  are  returned 
to  the  originator  with  a request  for  the 
information  required.  Persons  providing  such 
orders  for  filing  on  cpic  are  notified  that  inclusion 
of  the  order  on  the  registry  is  with  the 
understanding  that  any  variations,  amendments  or 
extensions  to  the  order  will  be  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  police  service  immediately  after 
being  filed  with  the  court. 

Firearm's  issues  - Risk  factors  associated  with 
incidents  of  domestic  violence  must  be  considered 
when  dealing  with  applications  for  issuance  of 
Firearms  Acquisition  certificates  (FAC).  All  FAC's  are 
now  issued  centrally  from  the  CPFO's  office. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  implications  of  persons  with  a 
history  of  harassment  or  domestic  violence  being 
successful  in  obtaining  access  to  firearms,  it  is 
imperative  that  information  relating  to  domestic 
violence  incidents  be  immediately  available  to  the 
CPFO. 

conviction  and  sentencing  Data  - Since  April  1991, 
Alberta  police  services  have  been  reporting 
statistics  to  Alberta  Justice  on  the  number  of 
domestic  violence  incidents  they  respond  to  and 
the  police  action  taken,  in  order  to  accurately 
assess  the  entire  criminal  justice  system's  response 
to  this  crime,  conviction  and  sentencing  data  is 
required  to  track  how  such  cases  are  being  dealt 
with  by  the  courts. 

to  accomplish  this,  charges  relating  to  domestic 
violence  must  be  tagged  before  being  entered  on 
the  criminal  Justice  information  system  (CJIS).  The 
gathering  of  this  type  of  information  will  assist 
police,  crown  prosecutors  and  the  courts  when 
dealing  with  cases  involving  domestic  violence  in 
that  a historical  registry  of  such  perpetrators  on 
CJIS  will  also  be  created,  such  a historical  record 
can  assist  with  prosecution  of  spousal  abuse  cases, 
and  in  particular,  criminal  harassmentcstalking") 
cases. 

Edmonton  and  Calgary  police  services  began 
identifying  spousal  abuse  cases  on  the  CJIS  system 
effective  July  4, 1 994,  and  the  target  date  for  all 
other  police  services  is  November  1, 1994.  For 
further  information,  you  can  contact  Gloria  Ohrt  at 
427-3457.  other  Alberta  Justice  dvrp  team 
members  include:  Peter  Teasdale  (Criminal  Justice 
Division),  Gordon  Greig  (Special  Projects)  and  George 
Reid  (Chief  Provincial  Firearms  Officer). 


3 


Quote  Irom  the  JUgitlaiure, 

J think  Td  h remiss  if  J didn't  acknowledge  at  this  paint.  ftlr.  Speaker, 
what  an  excellent  jot  the  Attorney  General,  minister  of  futile*  hat  dene 
mtk  hit  agents  throughout  the  province . White  I've  certainly  teen  critical 
of  many  things  that  this  government  has  done  or  failed  to  do  in  the  area 
of  family  and  community  violence.  1 want  to  pay  iritute  to  the  effort 
played  ty  the  Attorney  Generate  agents  in  terms  of  addressing  particularly 
tattering  situations,  spousal  assault,  and  what  ere  see  note  is  a much 
reduced  turnaround  time.  We've  seen  increased  sensitivity  on  the  part  of 
the  prosecutor's  office  in  dealing  with  victims  of  spousal  atuse.  We're 
seeing  a tetter  provision  for  child  witnesses  in  incest  cases.  Overall  J just 
say  that  thafs  a success  that  we  can  te  proud  of.  that  the  minister  of 
fustic « should  te  proud  of.  Jhafs  a positive  story  and  one  that  we  should 
recognise,  (ftlr.  Vickson.  mernterof  the  Opposition,  fflarch  15.  1995) 
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New  Program  in  Wesdock 

This  year,  the  Westlock  Interagency  Sub-Committee  on 
Family  Violence  has  developed  the  Alternate  Routes 
program  to  reduce  family  violence  and  related  recidivism 
and  break  the  cycle  of  violence  in  families.  It  is  a 
community  agency  collaborative  effort,  administered  by 
the  Westlock  and  District  RCMP  Community  Victim 
Services  Unit. 

The  program  includes  twelve  week  Group  Treatment 
Programs  for  offenders,  victims  and  children.  The 
programs  run  twice  a year.  This  program  will  be 
followed  by  support  group  meetings  facilitated  by  trained 
volunteers. 


Programs  for  Perpetrators 

Funding  has  been  secured  from  the  Federal  Solicitor 
General  to  hire  a coordinator  to  develop  a manual  to  be 
used  in  training  interested  probation  officers  and 
caseworkers  to  facilitate  a batterer  education  group. 

This  proposal  was  initiated  by  Karen  Walroth,  M.S.W., 
Calgary  Community  Corrections  and  Frank  McGrath.Ph.D., 
Calgary  Womens’  Emergency  Shelter  and  was  the  result  of 
their  active  approach  in  dealing  with  family  violence. 
Properly  monitored  probation  orders  offer  a great  deal  of 
promise  for  victim  protection  and  batterer  treatment. 

Karen  and  Dave  Shirley  (probation  officers/family  violence 
coordinators)  developed  a manual  focusing  on 
perpetrators.  The  program  develops  awareness  by 
discussing  the  common  myths  and  facts  about  wife 
battering,  recognizing  the  various  types  of  abuse, 
discussing  the  impact  battering  has  on  the  perpetrator, 
the  victim  and  children,  exploring  the  link  between  wife 
battering  and  substance  abuse,  encouraging  participants 
to  take  responsibility  for  their  thoughts,  feelings, 
perceptions  and  behaviour,  recognizing  anger  and  taking 
steps  to  deal  appropriately  with  it,  fostering  insight  into 
battering  behaviour  and  discovering  alternatives  to 
expressing  feelings  violently  as  well  as  informing 
participants  about  community  resources. 

Karen  Walroth  and  Frank  McGrath  are  to  be  commended 
for  their  work  in  this  area.  We  look  forward  to  their 
finished  education  manual  as  well  as  their  training  groups 
in  the  future. 


On  March  8,  1994,  the  Saskatchewan  Government  introduced  the  Victims  of  Domestic  Violence  Assistance  Act.  The  legislation  is  designed  to 
provide  an  additional  civil  remedy  to  victims  of  domestic  violence  which  include  spouses,  common  law  spouses,  children,  seniors,  disabled  persons 
and  any  other  person  in  an  intimate  or  family  relationship. 

The  legislation  proposes  three  tools  to  assist  victims  of  domestic  violence:  emergency  intervention  orders,  which  provide  for  immediate  action  to 
protect  victims  of  domestic  violence;  victims  assistance  orders,  which  can  be  issued  to  provide  a variety  of  assistance  including  compensation, 
temporary  possession  of  property  and  restraints  on  contact;  and  warrants  of  entry  which  allow  authorities  to  enter  a building  to  check  on  a person 
and,  if  necessary,  remove  him  or  her  from  the  situation. 
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The  Edmonton  Police  Service  and  The  justice  may  now  consider  including 
Community  and  family  Sendees  have  the  following  new  conditions  in  the 
produced  their  second  evaluation  report  release  order: 


Impiementation/FxpanmPhaa  It  is  an 
innovative  approach  to  spousal  abuse 
intervention,  where  a police-social  worker 
team  follow  up  on  police  investigated 
incidents  of  spousal  abuse  By  using  an 
integrated  team  approach  to  assist  the 
victims  of  this  crime,  some  of  the  reports 
findings  were 

► 27  of  the  31  interviewed  victims 
served  by  the  new  Teams  (57%) 
took  positive  steps  to  change  their 
abusive  situations. 

► of  victims  saved  by  the  original 
Team  in  1992, 15  of  the  sample  of 
24  who  were  located  and 
interviewed  (615%)  are  no  longer 
in  abusive  intimate  relationships, 
st^gesting  the  Follow-Up  service 
has  had  longer-term  positive 
effects  on  victims. 


* * * 


Amendments  to  the  Criminal  (ode  which 
were  proclaimed  on  Augustus, 
provide  some  additional  tools  to  assist  in 
protecting  victims. 


1.  The  accused  must  abstain  from 
communicating  with  any  witness  or  other 
persons  expressly  named  in  the  Order,  or 
be  prohibited  from  going  to  any  place 
expressly  named  in  the  Order. 

2.  The  accused  is  prohibited  from 
possessing  any  firearm  or  any  ammunition 
or  explosive  substance  for  any  period  of 
time  specified  in  the  Order  and  that  the 
accused  surrender  any  Firearms 
Acquisition  Certificate  that  he  or  she 
possesses. 


A new  video,  A Room  Full  of  Mm 
described  as  a riveting  documentary 
examining  a group  of  men  with  a history 
of  abuse  towards  women  and  thtir  efforts 
to  change.  It  follows  three  men  who  have 
joined  a program  to  help  them  learn 
about  the  complex  issues  surrounding 
violence.  The  film  was  purchased  by  the 
Office  for  the  Prevention  of  Family 
Violence  and  is  available  from  the 
Provincial  Film  Library  (427-42$!). 


A new  offence,  criminal  harassment,  was 
created.  This  prohibits  anyone  from 
repeatedly  communicating  with  or 
flowing  another  person.  It  may  also 
mdude  watching.  The  maximum  penalty 
is  five  years.  This  section  may  be 
particularly  useful  in  the  period  between  a 
charge  and  the  court  appearance  date  if 
the  accused  is  attempting  to  intimidate 
the  victim  through  actions  which  fall 
short  of  assault 


On  September 
ij,  October  n, 
November  15 
and  December 
12,  m the 
City  of 

Calgary  Social  Services  is  presenting  a 
"Social  Change  Film  Series"  for  the 
International  Tear  of  the  Family.  This 
series  highlights  poverty,  family  violence, 


unemployment  and  racism.  Discussion 
and  refreshment  follows  the  films.  For 
more  information,  please  contact  Joe  (eci 

at  272'4141- 


In  the  Northwest  Territories,  the  Samuel 
Hearne  Secondary  School  in  Inuvik  has 
developed  a Teen  Parent  Program  for 
student  parentL  The  students  attend 
school  during  the  day,  but  come  into  the 
centre  during  breaks  and  lunch  hours  to 
care  for  the  children.  The  program 
provides  care  for  the  children  of  students 
and  gives  student  parents  the  chance  to 
meet  others  in  a similar  situation. 


The  Circle  of  Healing  is  holding  the  9th 
National  Child  and  Youth  Care  Conference 
from  October  2 to  6, 1994.  For  more 
information,  contact  CYC  Conference  ‘94, 
PO  Box  500^,14061  Victoria  Trail, 
Edmonton,  Alberta,  T5Y2M9, 476-%. 


The  Correctional  Service  of  Canada  has 
recently  published  a "Conceptual  Model  on 
Family  Violence  Programming  Within  a 
Correctional  Setting"  which  outlines  the 
framework  for  the  development  of 
treatment  programs  aimed  at  federal 
male  offenders  who  are  violent  within 
family  relationships.  Contact:  Caroline 
Cyr.  (613)  99S-S477- 


A new  long  term  supportive  housing 
facility  for  Aboriginal  women  and  children 


has  opened  in  Ontario.  It  is  called 
Nekenaan,  which  means  “our  home"  in 
(ree.  Hekenaan  an  accommodate  42 
women  and  children  and  includes  a day 
are. 


In  April,  1994,  Correctional  Service 
Canada  released  another  new  resource:  A 
Review  ofAborigina!  Family  Violence 
Treatment  Program! for  Men  This  report 
provides  a review  of  the  literature  on 
Aboriginal  family  violence  treatment 
programs  for  men.  It  includes  an 
overview  of  existing  programs  within 
correctional  institutions  and  the 
community. 


* * * 


This  poster  was  commissioned  by  Liz 
Oaibome,  Inc  as  part  of  a public 
awareness  ampaign  on  domestic  violence. 
To  order  a free  copy,  write  Liz  Claiborne, 
Women's  Work  Posters,  c/o  PTSCo.,  141  - 5 
Avenue,  Suite  6H,  HewYork,  NYiooio.  Or 
fax  to  Lisa  Schmidt,  PT&Co.,  at  212-505- 

* * * 


Alberta  Justice  has  collected  spousal  abuse  data  from  Alberta  Police  services  since  April  1991. 
The  data  is  rolled  up  quarterly.  These  reports  contain  information  regarding  the  use  of 
weapons,  alcohol  and  drugs,  the  relationship  between  the  victim  and  the  abuser,  the  nature  of 
the  injuries,  charges  laid  and  police  action  taken.  This  information  is  then  shared  with  the 
police  service  representatives  on  the  Family  Violence  Advisory  Committee.  (See  article  on  p.  2) 

Recently,  a 1993  calendar  year  report  was  produced.  Figures  1 and  2 below  show  some  of  the 
information  from  the  report.  Figure  1 shows  the  charge  rate  in  Alberta  per  100  incidents. 

Figure  2 shows  that  out  of  the  2,646  spousal  abuse  incidents  reported  involving  weapons  use, 
76%  involved  force.  If  you  would  like  a copy,  please  contact:  Gloria  Ohrt,  Alberta  Justice, 
Public  Security  Division,  10365  - 97  St.,  Edmonton,  Alberta  T5J  3W7. 

Charge  Rate  per  100  Incidents  - 1993  Weapons  Used  in  Spousal  Abuse  - 1993 
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Empowerment  Consulting  and  Counselling  Senrkes  las  a variety  of  displays  available  to  non-profit  organizations,  schools,  Justice  and  social  services  organizations  wishing  to  promote  abuse 
awareness.  There  art  a number  of  difierent  titte: 
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Borrows  are  responsible  for  transportation  and  damages.  Ifyou  are  interested,  all  Corrine  6owen  at  45*5716. 
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